
The 2021 Israeli Foreign Policy Index - Key Findings
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T h e  I s r a e l i  I n s t i t u t e  f o r
R e g i o n a l  Fo r e i g n  Po l i c i e s

The government’s handling 
of foreign policy

The status of Israel’s 
Foreign Ministry

Israel’s global 
standing

*out of 10Good Rather good Rather poor Poor

General Assessments
Average ratings on a scale of 1 (low) to 10 (high)

15%16%
28% 41%

16%23%
29% 32%

24%28%
20% 28%

5.23 5.29 5.58

Good 35%

Poor 10%

Rather good 35%
Rather poor 20%

The state of Israel-US relations: 6.46
(out of 10)

The Biden Administration vs. the Trump Administration

Better for 
Israel 

Worse for 
Israel     

No significant 
difference 

11%

53%

36%

Israel’s government should
(out of 10)

Strengthen 
the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs                                      

Improve 
relations with 
the European 

Union                                     

Improve 
relations with 
Arab countries                                             

Collaborate 
internationally 
to address the 
climate crisis

Improve 
relations with 
Mediterranean 

countries                              

Promote peace 
with the 

Palestinians                                                 

7.10 7.03 6.836.996.99
5.64

The most important countries 
for Israel in the world

(not including the US) 

Russia Germany 
Great 
Britain 

France 

China 

Egypt
Jordan 

37%28%
26%

12%
22%

16%
12%

What region does Israel belong to?

32%
23% 22%

10%

To none of 
the above 

More to 
Europe 

More to the 
Mediterranean 

More to the 
Middle East 

The EU is currently 

More of 
a friend 
of Israel 

More of 
a foe to 
Israel 24%46%

How satisfied are you with the performance 
of Foreign Minister Yair Lapid?  

24%

19%

36%

21%

 4.88
(out of 10)

Satisfied

unsatisfied

Somewhat 
satisfied      

slightly 
unsatisfied

Facing the Iranian threat, Israel must:

Take 
independent 

military action 

31%
Support international 
efforts to formulate a 

new nuclear agreement

18%
Form coalitions 

with Middle Eastern 
countries

34%

Should Israel join EU programs 
that exclude settlements?

NoYes
35% 47%
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T h e  I s r a e l i  I n s t i t u t e  f o r
R e g i o n a l  Fo r e i g n  Po l i c i e s

Should Israel try to improve its 
relations with Turkey?

No 
28%

Yes 
61%

The most important area for Israel 
and the UAE to cooperate in is 

Economics Security Political Civil 

38%

27%

16%

6%

Given normal ties between Israel and 
its neighbors, which Arab country 
would you most like to visit?

10% UAE 

10%
7%

Morocco  

Lebanon 

6% Egypt 

3% Saudi Arabia 

3% Jordan 

48% No Arab country 

هلا
وس

لا 
اه

The importance of restoring relations with Jordan:
(average of 7.5 out of 10)

57%Not important

24%Not very important

12%Slightly important
7%Important

One year after the 
Abraham Accords:

Israel's position in 
the Middle East has 

not changed

31%

The Abraham Accords 
are a turning point in 
Israel's acceptance in 

the Middle East 

35%

What is most important in developing 
relations with Morocco?

Cultural, interfaith and civic relations 

Economic ties 

Security ties  

17%

43%

24%

How should the government act 
towards the Gaza Strip?

31%

22%

13%

9%

Work towards the return of 
the Palestinian Authority to 
the Gaza Strip 

Work for economic 
rehabilitation with the help 
of the international system 

Continue with the 
existing strategy

Negotiate with Hamas for 
a long term arrangement

In light of the political and 
economic crisis in the Palestinian 

Authority, Israel should:

28%
Strengthen 

the Palestinian 
Authority 

13%
Weaken the 
Palestinian 
Authority 

38%
Do not 

interfere

Should Israel use the countries it has 
normalized relations with to promote 

peace with the Palestinians? 

53%Yes
28%No

Government ministers' meetings with 
their Palestinian counterparts are a:

Positive move that 
contributes to improving 

the relationship 

32%

A negative move that harms Israeli interests

22%
Symbolic move 

and does not affect 

the relationship 

30%
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T h e  I s r a e l i  I n s t i t u t e  f o r
R e g i o n a l  Fo r e i g n  Po l i c i e s

In dealing with the COVID-19 crisis, Israel should 

Focus on dealing with 
the COVID-19 crisis only 

within Israel    

Also help other 
countries deal with the 

COVID-19 crisis                45%42%

Prioritize building 
relations with 
democratic 
countries    

Not consider 
regime type as 
a factor when 

building relations   

42%

43%

Israel should 
If Israel is presented with an international package of 

positive incentives to promote peace with the Palestinians, 
how will this affect your support for the pursuit of peace?

22% I do not support the pursuit of Israeli-Palestinian peace 

16% It would almost not strengthen my support or not strengthen it at all  

23% It would minimally strengthen my support 

23% It would strengthen my support 

17% It would very much strengthen my support  

Trends over Time, 2014-2021
Average rankings on a scale of 1 (low) to 10 (high)

The state  of Israel-US relations

Israel’s global standing

The government’s handling of foreign policy

The status of Israel’s Foreign Ministry*

2016 2017 2018 2020 2021201920152014

5.56

6.09

5.29
5.12

5.01

5.49

5.82

6.10

5.22

5.99
6.05

5.01

5.37

5.69

7.75 7.75
8.05

6.46

4.80
5.01

6.88

4.55

5.05

4.31

4.81
4.03
4.00
3.96

5.63
5.58
5.29
5.23

What activities should the 
Ministry of Regional Cooperation 

under Issawi Frej do?

Deepen relations with 
Arab countries

Promote economic 
cooperation with the 

Palestinians 

Use the normalization 
agreements to promote 

economic cooperation 
with the Palestinians 

Develop joint projects 
with Jordan

Work to include Arab-
Israelis in regional ties

33%

15%23%

21%

14%

Should Israel allow the sale of 
technology to regimes around the 
world that violate human rights?

64%

12%
Allow  

Forbid  

Do you support the 
participation of Arab Knesset 

members in the Foreign Affairs 
and Defense Committee?

59%
Do Not 

Support

23%
Support

To deal with the climate crisis, 
how important is it to establish 

a regional framework in the 
Eastern Mediterranean and the 

Mediterranean Basin?
(average 7.51 out of 10)

24%
Not very important12%
Slightly important

8%

Important57%

Not important


