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5 Gedaliah Afterman and Dominika Urhova, “Is China Becoming a Political Player in the Mid-
dle East?,” The Cairo Review of Global Affairs, accessed December 8, 2025.
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7 Gedaliah Afterman and Peter Hefele, Rethinking Europe’s Middle East Strategy in a Chang-
ing World, Martens Centre, September 2025.
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10 Al Arabiya English, “MBS Says Normalization with Israel Hinges on ‘Clear Path’ to Pales-
tinian State,” November 18, 2025.
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One Corridor, Different Reason

(% United states ) India > @ European Union >

> Strategic Counterbalance > Multi-Alignment Strategy > Strategic Engagement
Positions IMEC as a response Participates in both U.S .- led Seeks deeper involvement
to China’s influence. (Quad, 12U2) and China-inclusive  to bolster trade and

> Regional Burden-Sharing (BRICS, SCO) groups. infrastructure links.
Encourages Middle Easternand > Connectivity Expansion > Global Gateway Initiative
South Asian partners to take IMEC complements India’s IMEC complements
greater agency. North-South Transport Corridor EU’s efforts, offering an

> Economic & Geopolitical Leverage (INSTC) with Iran & Russia. alternative to China's BRI.
Reduces direct U.S. resource > Economic Growth > Reducing U.S. Reliance
commitments while Reinforces India’s role as the Strengthens direct ties with
maintaining influence. fastest-growing major economy. the Middle East and Asia

amid shifting U.S. priorities.

Cc © UAE & Saudi Arabia ) CE Israel )

> Connectivity & Security > Regional Integration
Saudi seeks U.S. security guarantees; Positioned as a key player in U.S.- led
UAE leverages trade and diplomacy. regional integration efforts.

> Multi-Network Diplomacy > Abraham Accords Expansion
Engaged in both U.S. - led and China-backed IMEC aligns with U.S. efforts to advance
initiatives (BRI, BRICS, SCO). Saudi-Israeli normalization.

> Strategic Autonomy > Challenges
Balancing ties with the U.S., India, and China Saudi ties contingent on Palestinian issue;
to maximize global influence. need for concessions.
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11 Navdeep Suri, Nilanjan Ghosh, Kabir Taneja, Sameer Patil, and Promit Mookherjee, /n-
dia-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor: Towards a New Discourse in Global Connec-
tivity, Observer Research Foundation, November 2023.

12 Elizabeth Heyes, Digital Interoperability and Trade Facilitation in the India-Middle East-
Europe Corridor, Observer Research Foundation Middle East, November 14, 2025, ORF
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