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 Anti-BDS Legislation, Free Speech, and Settlements - The House Foreign Affairs 
Committee passed an amended version of H.R.1697 (“the Israel Anti-Boycott Act”). The 
legislation “prohibits US companies from participating in boycotts promoted by international 
organizations, like the UN, that target US partners, like Israel.” Experts assess that the bill 
would "penalize American institutions and companies that participate in international boycotts 
of Israel and its settlements in the West Bank." In Kansas, an American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) lawsuit against a state-level ‘anti-BDS’ law was dismissed after the state amended 
the legislation. The ACLU argued that the law, which required state contractors to certify that 
they would not boycott Israel, was unconstitutional. The amended legislation applies only to 
businesses with contracts over $100,000, and not to individuals. This case is part of the 
growing debate over the relationship between such legislation and constitutionally protected 
free speech. 
 

 US Withdrawal from the UN HRC - Ambassador to the UN Haley announced US withdrawal 
from the UN Human Rights Council (HRC), citing anti-Israel bias. Past Democratic and 
Republican administrations have criticized the HRC for its selectivity and bias, but opted to 
remain engaged and exert influence from within the council. Israel welcomed the decision, 
although some Israeli officials raised concerns that the decision will make it harder to block 
two upcoming initiatives: publication of a list of companies operating in settlement areas, and 
a commission of inquiry on violent clashes on the border between Israel and Gaza. 
 
 
 
 
 

 US-Palestinian Relations - US-Palestinian relations remain dysfunctional, and officials 
continue to exchange criticism in the press; recently, PLO Secretary General Erekat accused 
the US of “creating a state of destabilization and confusion in the West Bank.” The 
Palestinians remain opposed to the introduction of any US peace initiative. In June, Special 
Representative Greenblatt and Trump’s son-in-law and advisor Kushner traveled to Jordan, 
Israel, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Qatar to discuss Gaza and US peace efforts, but did not have 
any meetings with Palestinian officials during the trip. 

                                                
* Rebecca Bornstein is Director of External Relations and Researcher at the Mitvim Institute, 
rbornstein@mitvim.org.il. Previous issues of this monthly report can be read here. 

https://foreignaffairs.house.gov/press-release/house-foreign-affairs-committee-advances-israel-anti-boycott-act/
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA00/20180628/108503/BILLS-115-HR1697-R000487-Amdt-003.PDF
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1697
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium-u-s-house-committee-approves-israel-anti-boycott-act-1.6221634
https://www.timesofisrael.com/lawsuit-dismissed-over-kansas-anti-bds-law-state-to-pay-plaintiffs-legal-fees/
https://fmep.org/resource/constitutionality-issues-bds-legislation-expert-views/
https://twitter.com/nikkihaley/status/1009216217863901185
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-welcomes-courageous-us-pull-out-from-un-human-rights-council/
https://www.axios.com/israel-worried-by-us-pullout-from-human-rights-council-f5c0e205-5ba0-44b1-a4f8-c6b34cd57866.html
https://www.axios.com/israel-worried-by-us-pullout-from-human-rights-council-f5c0e205-5ba0-44b1-a4f8-c6b34cd57866.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-06-23/palestinians-skewer-trump-team-s-middle-east-peace-mission
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/02/magazine/what-do-i-owe-my-sociopathic-sibling.html?smid=fb-nytimes&smtyp=cur
mailto:rbornstein@mitvim.org.il
http://mitvim.org.il/publications/us-policies-towards-israel-and-the-middle-east
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 US aid to the Palestinians - The Trump administration froze aid to the Palestinians, pending 
review. This includes funding through UNRWA, and seven former ambassadors sent a letter 
to Secretary Pompeo warning that UNRWA cuts would have national security implications for 
Israel and Jordan. State Department Spokesperson Nauert said that "no decision has been 
made on UNRWA funding at this point [...] we continue to express our concerns about the 
mismanagement of UNRWA." Meanwhile, In testimony before the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee, Acting Assistant Secretary for Near Eastern Affairs Satterfield reported that the 
administration’s Fiscal Year ‘19 request includes development and security assistance 
funding for programs in the West Bank and Gaza even though overall US assistance to the 
Palestinians is halted under review. Satterfield said the request “will give us the flexibility to 
provide assistance to the Palestinian people, consistent with the Taylor Force Act and other 
provisions of law, should our review determine it is in our interests to do so.” The Israel Policy 
Forum (IPF) analyzed the funding situation and explained that currently “the US is not 
spending any money in the West Bank and Gaza, irrespective of what pool it comes from and 
irrespective of which entity distributes and uses the funds”. 
 

 Gaza - Sen. Feinstein (D-CA) criticized Trump for cutting humanitarian assistance to Gaza 
“by $305 million — nearly two-thirds of the UN' budget for food aid and schools.” Feinstein 
warned that Gaza's economy is on the brink of collapse, and called on Trump restore aid to 
Gaza and take a leading role in reconstruction, in addition to demanding a halt to Israeli 
settlement construction. While US aid is frozen under review, Greenblatt and Kushner’s 
Middle East trip included fundraising for regional aid to Gaza. The administration has not 
released any new peace initiative and is reportedly increasing its focus on Gaza in July. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
● Qatar/Gulf Dispute - The Gulf diplomatic crisis is almost a year old, despite past efforts by 

former Secretary Tillerson to mediate a resolution. Last month, Treasury Secretary Mnuchin 
praised Qatari Foreign Minister al-Thani for increased cooperation on counter-terrorism 
financing. Qatar is managing to increase its ties with the US at the same time that it continues 
to develop its relationship with Iran, which largely compensated for the burdens resulting from 
Saudi policies to isolate Qatar; Qatar and Iran have continued to increase their bilateral ties 
over the past months. The Trump administration first fanned the flames of the rift, and 
subsequent attempts to mediate were stalled by contradictions between Trump and Tillerson. 
Last month, Secretary Pompeo said that the rift benefits Iran and should end. 
 

● Syria - At the end of June, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights warned of a looming 
catastrophe in southern Syria, as a result of Syrian and Russian military operations in the 
region. Ambassador Haley said the military strikes “unambiguously violate” the de-escalation 
arrangement in the region, and that “we expect Russia to do its part to respect and enforce 
the ceasefire it helped establish.” France also called on Russia to “enforce the commitments 
it made with regard to the ceasefire in southwestern Syria.” The State Department declined 
to comment on a reported new ceasefire deal, but confirmed that Secretary Pompeo had 
spoken to Russian Foreign Minister Lavrov, as well as Jordanian King Abdullah II. 
Representatives from the Astana process (Russia, Iran, and Turkey) met in Geneva with UN 
Special Envoy for Syria de Mistura on the formation of a Syrian Constitutional Committee. 
The next international meeting in the 'Astana format' will be held on July 30-31 in Sochi. 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/american-ex-un-envoys-urge-restoration-of-palestinian-refugee-funds/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/dpb/2018/07/283773.htm
https://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/dpb/2018/07/283773.htm
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA13/20180613/108411/HHRG-115-FA13-Wstate-SatterfieldD-20180613.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/1697
https://israelpolicyforum.org/2018/07/05/your-one-stop-guide-to-the-palestinian-funding-issue/
https://israelpolicyforum.org/2018/07/05/your-one-stop-guide-to-the-palestinian-funding-issue/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2018/06/27/donald-trump-hurts-palestinians-middle-east-peace-prospects-column/729413002/
https://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Report-Trump-team-to-use-Gaza-aid-as-pressure-on-PA-to-return-to-peace-talks-561947
http://uk.businessinsider.com/r-inside-qatars-charm-offensive-to-win-over-washington-2018-7
http://uk.businessinsider.com/r-inside-qatars-charm-offensive-to-win-over-washington-2018-7
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/americas/trump-wants-qatar-gulf-row-to-end-as-it-benefits-iran/1188355
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/06/human-rights-chief-warns-catastrophe-southern-syria-180629141617487.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/06/human-rights-chief-warns-catastrophe-southern-syria-180629141617487.html
https://usun.state.gov/remarks/8492
https://www.reuters.com/article/mideast-crisis-syria-france/france-calls-on-russia-to-stick-to-southwest-syria-de-escalation-deal-idUSL8N1RW6TV
https://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/dpb/2018/07/283773.htm
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/07/rebels-southern-syria-reach-ceasefire-deal-russia-180706130719825.html
https://www.thenational.ae/world/the-americas/syria-and-peace-process-top-king-of-jordan-s-talks-in-washington-1.743062
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2018/06/russia-syria-constitution-commiiee-geneva-talks.html
https://www.rt.com/newsline/431228-syria-astana-sochi-vershinin/
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● The Future of the JCPOA (Iran nuclear deal) - Following US withdrawal from the JCPOA, 
the deal’s other signatories (France, Germany, the UK, China, Russia, and Iran) affirmed their 
commitment to it. As of now, the deal remains in force, without US participation. But the 
reimposition of American sanctions increases the chances that the deal will crumble without 
any other agreement in place. Meanwhile, the Trump administration is pursuing a campaign 
of ”maximum economic and diplomatic pressure" on Iran. Joint State Department - Treasury 
Department teams of senior officials are visiting different parts of the world to “explain the full 
snapback of our sanctions and warn governments and the private sector of the risks of 
continuing to do business with Iran.” The campaign has been described by Brookings 
Institution experts as “an economic offensive intended to collapse the Iranian government.” 
Secretary Pompeo and State Department Director of Policy Planning Hook said that US 
strategy "is not about changing the regime, it is about changing the behavior of the leadership 
in Iran to comport with what the Iranian people really want them to do." The transatlantic rift 
on how to approach JCPOA and overall strategy toward Iran continues. 

  

https://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2018/07/283669.htm
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2018/06/29/trump-tightens-the-screws-on-irans-oil/


4                                                         US Policies towards Israel and the Middle East, June 2018  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic Articles  

Israel / 

Peace 

Process 

Senator Dianne Feinstein, "Donald Trump Policies are Hurting Palestinians 
and Middle East Peace Prospects," USA Today, June 27, 2018 

Michael Koplow, "Your One-Stop Guide to the Palestinian Funding Issue," 
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Tamara Cofman Wittes, Steven Heydemann, and Adrianna Pita, "The 

Politics of Reconstruction in Syria," Brookings Institution, June 6, 2018 

 

Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, "How Qatar Weathered the Gulf Crisis," Foreign 

Affairs, June 11, 2018 
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https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2018/06/27/donald-trump-hurts-palestinians-middle-east-peace-prospects-column/729413002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2018/06/27/donald-trump-hurts-palestinians-middle-east-peace-prospects-column/729413002/
https://israelpolicyforum.org/2018/07/05/your-one-stop-guide-to-the-palestinian-funding-issue/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/06/25/kushners-peace-plan-is-a-disaster-waiting-to-happen-israel-palestine-trump/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/06/25/kushners-peace-plan-is-a-disaster-waiting-to-happen-israel-palestine-trump/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/06/25/kushners-peace-plan-is-a-disaster-waiting-to-happen-israel-palestine-trump/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/06/18/donald-trumps-new-world-order
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/06/18/donald-trumps-new-world-order
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/06/18/donald-trumps-new-world-order
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/erdogans-victory-could-actually-improve-u.s.-turkish-relations
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/erdogans-victory-could-actually-improve-u.s.-turkish-relations
https://www.brookings.edu/podcast-episode/the-politics-of-reconstruction-in-syria/
https://www.brookings.edu/podcast-episode/the-politics-of-reconstruction-in-syria/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/middle-east/2018-06-11/how-qatar-weathered-gulf-crisis
https://warontherocks.com/2018/06/the-roadmap-to-nowhere-manbij-turkey-and-americas-dilemma-in-syria/
https://warontherocks.com/2018/06/the-roadmap-to-nowhere-manbij-turkey-and-americas-dilemma-in-syria/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2018/06/25/how-to-read-turkeys-election-results/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2018/06/29/trump-tightens-the-screws-on-irans-oil/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/06/28/mattiss-last-stand-is-iran/
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Date Event 

June 4 Secretary of State Pompeo meets Turkish Foreign Minister 

Çavusoğlu in Washington to discuss the Turkey-US Working 

Group on Syria 

June 5 The State Department releases a statement welcoming 

counter-ISIS operations by the Syrian Democratic Forces 

(SDF) in northeast Syria 

June 11 Secretary Pompeo releases a statement on developments in 

Hudaydah, Yemen and calls on all parties to work with the 

UN Office of the Special Envoy for Yemen to support 

humanitarian access and a political process 

June 14 The State Department issues a statement voicing concern 

over Syrian government operations in southwest Syria within 

the de-escalation zone, and calling on Russia to fulfill its 

commitments in accordance with UNSCR 2254 

June 19 Ambassador Haley announces that the US is withdrawing 

from the US Human Rights Council 

June 19-23 Senior Advisor Kushner and Special Representative 

Greenblatt travel to Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Qatar, and 

Israel for discussions on bilateral cooperation with each 

country, the humanitarian situation in Gaza, and the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict 

June 24 President Trump congratulates Turkish President Erdogan on 

his reelection 

June 25 The State Department condemns a Houthi missile launch 

directed at Riyadh, from Yemen 

June 25 The US and Israel sign an agreement to establish a US-Israel 

Center of Excellence in Energy, Engineering, and Water 

Technology 

June 26 Secretary Pompeo meets with Qatari Foreign Minister al-Thani 

to discuss counterterrorism, countering terrorist financing, and 

the Gulf dispute  


