
 

. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Issue 64, March 2018 Report (Published April 2018)1 

 

 
 
 
 

 US Embassy Relocation - Israel’s National Planning and Building Commission granted the 
US an exemption from the regular planning process, and issued a permit to convert the 
consulate in Jerusalem into a provisional embassy in time for its planned opening. The 
embassy is scheduled to open on May 14, coinciding with the anniversary of Israel’s 
establishment. The move is a potential flashpoint, and US discourse on the issue includes 
concerns about escalation. 
 

 AIPAC Conference - AIPAC’s annual conference highlighted the need to include progressive 
American Jews in the conversation on US-Israel relations. AIPAC leaders tried to position the 
organization as bipartisan, speaking of “doubling down” on bipartisan outreach, and validating 
the progressive narrative for Israel as equally “compelling and critical.” They also emphasized 
AIPAC’s commitment to the two-state solution, a move that would have been unremarkable 
two years ago but now distinguishes AIPAC (historically viewed as center-right) from the 
Trump and Netanyahu administrations, which have moved away from the longstanding two-
state consensus (although AIPAC’s website does claim that "Israel and the United States are 
committed to a two-state solution.”) Despite this outreach, AIPAC encountered criticism for 
failing to embrace progressive policies from the leaders of organizations as J Street, T'ruah, 
and IfNotNow. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Gaza - State Department Spokesperson Nauert said the US is "deeply saddened by the loss 
of life in Gaza" after more than a dozen Palestinians died after being shot by IDF forces during 
the “Great Return March” protests along the border. US envoy Greenblatt blamed Hamas for 
"encouraging a hostile march." Senator Sanders said “the killing of Palestinian demonstrators 
by Israeli forces in Gaza is tragic. It is the right of all people to protest for a better future 
without a violent response.” Sanders also urged the Trump administration to play a “more 
positive role” in ending the Gaza blockade. 
 

                                                
* Rebecca Bornstein is Director of External Relations and Researcher at the Mitvim Institute, 
rbornstein@mitvim.org.il. Previous issues of this monthly report can be read here. 

http://www.globes.co.il/en/article-us-granted-permit-to-convert-jerusalem-consulate-to-embassy-1001229627
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium-what-s-it-like-being-a-lefty-at-aipac-not-as-rare-as-it-used-to-be-1.5870833
https://www.aipac.org/learn/issues/issue-display?issueid=%7B8DB2B03A-3F5F-4A92-BED7-3CFDE9C87609%7D
https://www.aipac.org/learn/issues/issue-display?issueid=%7B8DB2B03A-3F5F-4A92-BED7-3CFDE9C87609%7D
https://jewishchronicle.timesofisrael.com/aipac-wont-win-back-progressives-until-it-faces-hard-truths-about-israel/
https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-progressives-welcome-aipac-is-all-just-gaslighting-1.5871623
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/no-inquiry-into-gaza-border-deaths-says-israeli-defense-minister/2018/04/01/f2562ca2-352d-11e8-b6bd-0084a1666987_story.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/us-peace-envoy-blasts-hostile-march-on-gaza-border/
https://twitter.com/sensanders/status/980169626788225025?s=12
mailto:rbornstein@mitvim.org.il
http://mitvim.org.il/publications/us-policies-towards-israel-and-the-middle-east
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 US-Palestinian Relations and The Future of the Peace Process - Reports indicate that 
the long-awaited US plan is nearing completion, will not be based on guiding parameters 
(including the two-state solution), and will instead include suggested steps for each side. US-
Palestinian relations have been deteriorating for months, endangering the prospects for a 
successful US-brokered plan. In March, the Palestinian Authority (PA) boycotted a White 
House meeting on the Gaza crisis over Trump's policies on Jerusalem, and PA President 
Abbas slammed Ambassador Friedman with comments that the State Department referred to 
as “outrageous and unhelpful.” Some reports claim that the US may postpone its peace 
proposal to avoid an upfront rejection by the PA that would also prevent regional partners 
from supporting an American proposal. 
 

 Action at the UN - The US blocked a draft UN Security Council statement urging restraint on 
the Gaza-Israel border and calling for an independent investigation into the deaths of 
protesters. Separately, the US again threatened to leave the UN Human Rights Council after 
five resolutions were passed condemning Israel. Ambassador Haley called the council 
“grossly biased against Israel” and “unworthy of its name.” 
 

 
 

 
 
 

● Syria - Analysts and allies have found Trump’s Syria policy difficult to track. US policy may 
change abruptly if Trump makes good on his surprise promise that American soldiers will 
leave Syria “very soon,” because the US should “let the other people take care of it now.” This 
would contradict Defense Secretary Mattis and (now former) Secretary of State Tillerson’s 
statements that US troops will remain in Syria long enough to prevent a resurgence of the 
Islamic State and participate in post-conflict stabilization. Trump followed his statement by 
placing a hold on 200 million USD in infrastructure recovery funds for Syria, demanding more 
information on plans for their use. An abrupt US departure would give Russia and Iran a free 
hand to dictate the terms of post-conflict Syria, a reality that would not serve the US interest 
and would also harm Israeli security interests. 
 

● Qatar - Tillerson’s departure as Secretary of State does not bode well for administration 
officials working to resolve the Gulf diplomatic crisis. While the US is still considering a united 
US-GCC summit this year, there are no indications that the GCC members will move near 
enough to reconciliation to agree to attend such an event. Tillerson attempted to mediate the 
crisis that broke out in 2017, and his successor, current CIA Director Pompeo, is not expected 
to prioritize Gulf reconciliation over the host of other pressing issues on the agenda. Senior 
administration officials reportedly say that the Gulf parties involved “don’t see eye to eye” and 
are “not ready” to solve the crisis. Former US Ambassador Feierstein described the parties 
as “perfectly prepared” to see the conflict extend for years, and predicated a continued “cold 
peace” in the Gulf. Fragmentation in the Gulf continues to benefit Iran, which is reinforcing its 
alliance with Qatar. 
 

● Saudi Arabia/Yemen - During Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s visit to Washington, 
Trump said that “the [US-Saudi] relationship is probably the strongest it’s ever been,” and 
focused on growing commercial deals. The crisis in Yemen, and civilian casualties during the 
Saudi-led coalition’s military operations there, were scarcely mentioned. Earlier in the year, 
Senator Sanders (I-VT), Lee (R-UT), and Murphy (D-CT) sponsored a resolution calling for 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/11/us/politics/trump-middle-east-peace-plan.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&clickSource=story-heading&module=first-column-region&region=top-news&WT.nav=top-news
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/nyt-trump-finalizing-peace-plan-won-t-clearly-endorse-two-states-1.5893007
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/03/trump-palestinian-authority-relationship-180317142014754.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-palestinians-gaza/white-house-hosts-meeting-on-gaza-crisis-without-palestinians-present-idUSKCN1GP34M
https://www.timesofisrael.com/palestinians-call-to-add-us-ambassador-friedman-to-global-terror-list/
https://twitter.com/statedeptspox/status/975865919208599557
https://www.jns.org/us-may-postpone-peace-proposal-due-to-palestinian-rejection/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/us-blocks-un-resolution-condemning-israel-for-deaths-in-gaza-clashes/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/us-steps-up-threat-to-quit-un-rights-council-over-israel-bias/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/global-opinions/trump-says-were-leaving-syria-like-very-soon-bad-idea/2018/03/31/e50bb7aa-3434-11e8-94fa-32d48460b955_story.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/03/31/politics/trump-syria-funds/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/03/31/politics/trump-syria-funds/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-gulf/trumps-back-to-back-visitors-unlikely-to-solve-gulf-dispute-idUSKCN1GS2U4
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/03/tillerson-gulf-crisis-heading-long-cold-peace-180314174831392.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/03/tillerson-gulf-crisis-heading-long-cold-peace-180314174831392.html
https://www.thenational.ae/world/mena/iran-and-qatar-reinforce-alliance-increasing-doha-s-isolation-1.713033
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/20/us/politics/saudi-crown-prince-arrives-at-white-house-to-meet-with-trump.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-president-donald-j-trumps-meeting-crown-prince-mohammed-bin-salman-saudi-arabia/
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an end to US military support for the Saudi-led coalition in Yemen; in March, the resolution 
failed in a closed Senate vote (55-44). Before the vote, Defense Secretary Mattis sent a letter 
urging Congress not to limit support to Saudi Arabia as it might reduce US influence, 
jeopardize counterterrorism cooperation, and exacerbate the humanitarian crisis. 
 

● Turkey - US-Turkey relations are trending upwards, but the relationship remains complex. In 
early March, American and Turkish officials held a working group to strengthen cooperation 
and address disagreements on Syria; following the meetings, the Trump administration 
announced that it would “rein in Kurdish fighters” near the Syria-Turkey border, a move which 
some say is endangering longstanding ties with Kurdish allies for the goal of repairing US-
Turkey relations. Later in the month, Trump and Erdoğan discussed increased cooperation 
on shared challenges, and strengthening the relationship, during a phone call. Despite this 
upward trend, Turkey is also strengthening its ties with Russia and Iran, as those countries 
engage in a series of trilateral meetings on Syria. Turkish officials voiced confusion over US 
Syria policy at the end of the month, after Trump indicated that American troops would leave 
earlier than other administration officials have indicated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

● The Future of the JCPOA (Iran Nuclear Deal) - State Department and National Security 
Council officials continue to engage with the E3 signatories of the Iran deal (Britain, France, 
and Germany) as Trump’s May deadline to end the agreement quickly approaches. 
Disagreement over the Iran deal was a major factor in Trump’s decision to replace Secretary 
of State Tillerson. The records of his nominated replacement, CIA Director Pompeo, and new 
National Security Advisor Bolton raise fears that the voices who might convince Trump to 
continue the agreement are now gone, and that the administration may end the deal with 
nothing in place (reverting to the pre-deal crisis with Iran). A disintegration of the deal in the 
absence of a clear Iranian violation may undermine US efforts to address North Korea. Trump 
has given his negotiating team until May 12 to “fix the deficiencies of the Iran nuclear deal” 
with a supplemental agreement to “impose new multilateral sanctions if Iran develops or tests 
long-range missiles, thwarts inspections, or makes progress towards a nuclear weapon.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vox.com/world/2018/3/20/17144332/senate-yemen-saudi-arabia-sanders-lee-murphy
https://www.vox.com/world/2018/3/20/17144332/senate-yemen-saudi-arabia-sanders-lee-murphy
https://www.washingtonpost.com/powerpost/mattis-appeals-to-congress-not-to-pass-yemen-resolution-vote-expected-next-week/2018/03/14/b3c2c6b6-27d7-11e8-874b-d517e912f125_story.html?utm_term=.4b95f07e0c19
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/us-moving-to-repair-relations-with-turkey-endangering-ties-with-kurdish-allies/2018/03/10/ea0fd700-2254-11e8-946c-9420060cb7bd_story.html?utm_term=.f3f8987ad85a
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/us-moving-to-repair-relations-with-turkey-endangering-ties-with-kurdish-allies/2018/03/10/ea0fd700-2254-11e8-946c-9420060cb7bd_story.html?utm_term=.6e816ac1cdf9
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-president-donald-j-trumps-call-president-recep-tayyip-erdogan-turkey-5/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-usa-turkey/turkey-criticizes-united-states-over-mixed-messages-on-syria-idUSKBN1HE0JU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cA0ZbNbGcM0
https://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2018/03/279441.htm
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https://972mag.com/at-aipac-israels-problems-went-unmentioned/133638/
https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/bibi-netanyahu-echoes-trump-on-immigration
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/forget-the-ultimate-deal-trump-and-netanyahu-should-save-gaza-for-now
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/forget-the-ultimate-deal-trump-and-netanyahu-should-save-gaza-for-now
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2018/04/erdogan-renews-vows-drive-out-ypg-after-putin-meeting.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2018/04/erdogan-renews-vows-drive-out-ypg-after-putin-meeting.html
http://foreignpolicy.com/2018/03/26/why-everyone-loves-israel-now/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2018/03/26/why-everyone-loves-israel-now/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2018/03/26/why-everyone-loves-israel-now/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/turkey/2018-03-02/strategic-incoherence-syria
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2018/03/12/muhammed-bin-salmans-u-s-visit-marks-75-years-of-u-s-saudi-ties/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2018/03/12/muhammed-bin-salmans-u-s-visit-marks-75-years-of-u-s-saudi-ties/
http://www.mei.edu/content/io/irgc-outlet-analyzes-trump-s-syria-withdrawal-remarks
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-iran-nuclear/u-s-general-signals-support-for-iran-nuclear-deal-idUSKCN1GP203
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/iran/2018-03-13/how-save-iran-nuclear-deal
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/iran/2018-03-13/how-save-iran-nuclear-deal
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Date Event 

March 4 President Trump speaks with Egyptian President al-Sisi to 

discuss security, economic cooperation, Russia and Iran’s 

support for the Assad regime, and Arab unity in the region 

March 5 President Trump meets with Prime Minister Netanyahu to 

discuss Iran’s influence in the region, the US commitment to 

Israel’s security, and Israeli-Palestinian peace 

March 12 The US presents a draft resolution to the UN Security Council 

demanding a 30-day ceasefire in the rebel-held Eastern 

Ghouta, Syria 
 

March 13 The US hosts a conference to discuss solutions to the 

humanitarian and economic crises in Gaza (the PA does not 

attend) 

March 15 The US renews support for the Lebanese Armed Forces and 

Internal Security Forces during a conference in Rome 

March 20 President Trump meets with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed 

bin Salman to discuss commercial ties, Iran, and Yemen 
 

March 22 The US and Jordan inaugurate a regional counterterrorism 

training facility south of Amman 
 

March 22 Deputy Secretary of State Sullivan meets Saudi Crown Prince 

Mohammed bin Salman to discuss issues including Yemen, 

Iran, and a potential US-GCC Summit 
 

March 22 President Trump speaks with President Erdoğan of Turkey to 

discuss regional developments and the NATO partnership 
 


